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‘Picture men in an underground cave-dwelling,
with a long entrance reaching up towards the
light along the whole width of the cave; in this
they lie from their childhood, their legs and
necks in chains, so that they stay where they
are and look only in front of them, as the chain
prevents their turning their heads round. Some
way off and higher up, a fire is burning behind
them, and between the fire and the prisoners
is a road on higher ground. Imagine a wall built
along this road, like the screen which showmen
have in front of the audience, over which they

shovs the punnets.’
V puppets.

‘T have it, he said. ‘Then picture also [I
said] men carrying along this wall all kinds of
articles which overtrop it, statues of men and
other creatures in stone and wood and other
materials; naturally some of the carriers are
speaking, others are silent.’

‘A strange image and strange prisoners,’
he said. ‘They are like ourselves,’ I answered.
‘For in the first place do you think that such
men would have seen anything of themselves
or of each other except the shadows thrown by
the fire on the wall of the cave opposite to
them?’

‘How could they’, he said, ‘if all their life
they had been forced to keep their heads mo-
tionless?” ‘What would they have seen [I said]
of the things carried along the wall? Would it
not be the same?’

‘Surely,” [he said.] ‘Then if they were able
[1 said] to talk with one another, do you not

think that they would suppose what they saw
to be the real things?’

‘Necessarily,” [he said.] ‘Then what if
there were [I said] in their prison an echo
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from the opposite wall? When any one of those
passing by spoke, do you imagine that they
could help thinking that the voice came from

3 LN
the shadow passing before them?’ ‘No, certainly

not,” he said.
‘Then most assuredly,” I said, ‘the only
truth that such men would conceive would be

the shadows of those manufactured articles?’
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release from their bonds and the cure of their
folly, supposing that they attained their natural
destiny in some such way as this. Let us sup-

pose one of them released, and forced suddenly
to stand up and turn his hpad and walk and

Suaiitla 414 allQ

look towards the light. Let us suppose also that
all these actions gave him pain, and that he
was too dazed to see the objects whose shadows
he had been watching before. What do you
think he would say if he were told by someone
that before he had been seeing mere foolish
phantoms, while now he was nearer to bzing,
and was turned to what in a higher degree is,
and was looking more directly at it? And fur-
ther, if each of the several figures passing by
were pointed out to him, and he were asked to
say what each was, do you not think that he
would be perplexed, and would imagine that
the things he had seen before were truer than
those now pointed out to him?’

Plato’s Republic, Everyman’s Library, pp.
207-208.
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La pierre et 1a motte de terre.

Une pierre et une motte de terre tombeérent un
jour dans la mer.

La pierre se mit a gémir: «Hélas! me voila
noyée; je ne pourrai me plaindre qu’au fond
de la mer.»

La motte, elle, s’anéantit; je ne sais ce qu’elle
devint.

Sans langue elle parla, et les initiés I’entendirent
lorsqu’elle dit:

«Il1 ne reste plus rien de mon moi dans les deux
mondes. De mon étre il ne subsiste pas la
moindre parcelle.

On ne verra plus mon dme ni mon corps; tous
deux sont fondus dans la mer qui, elle, est
clairement visible.

Si tu prends la couleur de la mer tu deviendras
dans son sein la perle qui brille dans la
nuit.

Mais tant que tu demeures attaché a ta person-
ne tu ne possédes ni 4me ni sagesse.»

F. Attar, Le livre divin, p. 237.
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ments (London: Faber & Faber, rev. 1967,
(American title, Politics and World Oil Econo-
mics); Edith T. Penrose, The Large Interna-
tional Firm in Developing Countries (London:
Allen & Unwin, 1968); Jacques Filandrin and
Jean Chappelle, Le Petrole (Paris: Edits. Tech-
niqg, 1961); Jean Masseron L’Economie des Hyd-
rocarbures (Paris, Edits. Techniq, 1969); Paul
H. Frankel, Essentials of Petroleum (London:
Chapman & Hall, 1964, 1969); M. A. Adelman,
The World Petroleum Market (Baltimore: The

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1972).
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Its Governments and Politics (Belmont: Dux-
bury Press, 1972).
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20) Oil and World Power; A Geographic Inter-
pretation (London, 1970), 2nd edition, 1972.
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9) Ente Nazionale Idrocarburi (E. N. I.)
10) Pan-American Oil Co.
11) Occidental Oil Co.
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14) Idemitsu

15) The New York Times, May 10, 1953, As
Quoted by Jerrald L. Walden, «The Interna-
tional Petroleum Cartel in Iran: Private Power
and Public Interest,» Journal of Public Law,
Vol. IT, No. 1 (Spring 1962).

16) The Times (London), 25, September, 1953,
10;1, as quoted by C. H. Lunding, «Disinterest to
Commitment,» Mss.
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A seize ams, il et été difficile de décider
si j’étais plus accompli comme barbier que com-
me savant. Outre que je savais raser la téte,
nétoyer [sic] les oreilles, et arranger la barbe,

i’étais devenu fameux dans le service du bain;

personne n’entendait mieux que moi les dlffe—

rentes maniéres de frotter en usage dans I’'Inde,a
Cachemire et en Turquie; j’avais un talent par-

ticulier pour faire craquer les jointures et ré-
sonner mes frictions.

Graces a mon maltre, jJavais assez lu de
nos poétes, pour étre en état d’égayer la con-
versation par des citations de Saadi, d’Hafiz,
etc., faites & propos. Cet avantage, joint a une
belle voix,me faisait regarder comme une société
trés agréable par tous ceux dont la téte ou les
membres étaient soumis a mes opérations. En-
fin on pouvait dire sans vanité qu'Hajji Baba
était en vogue parmi les gens de golGt et de

plaisir. (vol. I, pp. 42, 43).

10

15

4590 el (j5a = I

By the time I was sixteen it would be

difficult to say whether I was most accom-
plished as a barber or a scholar. Resides shav-

FAasdiCll as AMQL A [Z =105 830 F T~ § 4% DIUTYD Diiav=s

ing the head, cleaning the ears, and trimming
the beard, T became famous for my

a0 %s 20D 1L Saaiad LI il

offices of the bath. No one understood better
than I the different modes of rubbing or sham-
pooing, as practised in India, Cashmere and
Turkey; and I had an art peculiar to myself of
making the joints to crack, and my slaps echo.

Thanks to my master, I had learnt suffi-
ciently of our poets to enable me to enliven con-
versation with occasional apt quotations from
Saadi, Hafiz, &c.; this accomplishment, added
to a good voice, made me considred as an agree-
able companion to all those whose crowns or
limbs were submitted to my operation. In short,
it may without vanity be asserted that Hajji
Baba was quite the fashion among the men of

20 taste and pleasure. (p. 16)
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Cependant un soir, aussitét aprés le soleil
couché, comme je préparais mon lit, il m’arriva
de regarder par une bréche que le temps avait
faite au mur; et japercus, sur une espéce de
terrasse assez prés de moi, une femme occupée
a étendre et réunir des feuilles de tabac. Son
voile bleu était jeté négligemment sur sa téte;
et lorsqu’elle s'arréta, les deux longues tresses
qui s’échappaient de son front, tombérent d’une
maniére si séduisante,
presque toute sa figure, tout en en laissant en-
core voir assez pour exciter en moi le vif désir
de voir le reste. Tout ce que japercevais d'elle
annongait la beauté. Elle avait de petites mains
teintes de khenna; ses pieds étaient aussi pe-
tits; et fout son air et sa personne annoncaient
la gentillesse et la grace. Je la regardai jusqu’a
ce qu'il me £t impossible de contenir ma pas-
sion; je fis un léger bruit, qui lui fit lever la
téte aussitot, et avant qu’elle eut plt se recou-
vrir de son voile, j’avais eu le temps de voir les
traits les plus enchanteurs
puisse concevoir, et de recevoir un regard d’un
il si séduisant que je sentis aussitét s’em-

braser mon cceur. (vol. I, pp. 14, 15).
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One night, however, soon after the sun

had set, as I was preparing my bed, I perchance
looked over a part of the wall that was a little
broken down, and on a slip of terrace that was
close under it I discovered a female, who was
employed in assorting and spreading out tobac-
co-leaves. Her blue veil was negligently thrown
over her head, and as she stooped, the two long
tresses which flowed from her forehead hung
down in so tantalizing a manner as nearly to
screen all her face, but still left so much of it
visible that it created an intense desire in me
to see the remainder. Everything that I saw
in her announced beauty. Her hands were small,
and dyed with khena; her feet were equally
small; and her whole air and form kespoke
loveliness and grace. I gazed upon her until I

could nc longer contain my passion; I made

a slight noise, which immediately caused her
to look up, and before she could cover herself
with her veil, I had had time to see the most

conceive, and to receive a look from eyes so
bewitching, that I immediately felt my heart
in a blaze... (p. 114).
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Je trouvai encore le shah campé a Sulta-
nieh, quoique l'automne fiit maintenant trés
avancée et que la saison de retourner & Tehran
approchit. Je me présentai au lever du grand
visir avec plusieurs autres courtisans de diffé-
rentes parties de ’empire, et remis mes dépé-
ches. Quand il les eut examinées, il m’appela
et me dit a haute voix: «Soyez le bien venu!
vous 1'avez été aussi a Hamamit? Les infidéles
n’ont pas osé faire face aux kizzil baschis, n’est-
ce pas? Apres tout, personne ne pourrait faire
face aux figures ni aux sabres des cavaliers
persans. Je vcis que votre khan a été blessé;
c’est en effet I'un des meilleurs serviteurs du
I usement il n’est pas

Vous devez avoir eu de la besogne chaude sur

chaque bord de la rividre?»

nire
pire.

e s
DVVITITO
arrive

Je répondis a tout cela et a beaucoup d'au-
tres choses oui, oui, et non, non, aussi vite que
la remarque l'axigeait; et je jouissai de me voir
regarder comme un homme qui arrive de la
bataille. Le visir appela un de ses mirzas (sec-

rétaire). Approchez, dit-il, fait

nameh (proclamation de victoire), que l'on
enverra de suite dans les différentes provinces,

particulierement & Khorassan, pour imposer aux
khans rebelles qui s’y trouvent; et que le détail
convienne a la dignité et au caractére de notre
victorieux monarque. Nous avons besoin d’une
victoire maintenant; mais souvenez-vous que
c’est une victoire bonne, substantielle et san-
glante». (vol. III, pp. 49, 50)
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I found the Shah still encamped at Sulta-
nieh, although the autumn was now far ad-
vanced, and the season for returning to Tehran
near at hand. I presented myself at the grand
vizier's levée, with several other couriers, from
different parts of the empire, and delivered my
dispatches. When he had inspected mine, he
called me to him, and said aloud, ‘You are wel-
come! You also were at Hamamlu? The infidels
did not dare to face the Kizzilbashes eh? The
Persian horseman, and the Persian sword, after
all, nobody can face. Your khan, I see, has been
wounded; he is indeed one of the Shah’s best
servants. Well it was no worse. You must have
of the river’
To all of this, and much more, I said ‘yes,

yes,’ and ‘no, no,” as fast as the necessity of the

;;;;;; y 4 asy as Uil clTasly (ORGP 8 8>

ad hot work on each bank

1l Calil walin

remark required; and I enjoyed the satisfaction
of being looked upon as a man just come out of
a battle. The vizier then called to one of his
mirzas or secretaries. ‘Here,’ said he, ‘you must
make out a fatteh nameh (a proclamation or
victory), which must immediately be sent into
the different provinces, particularly to Khora-
san, in order to overawe the rebel khans there;
and let the account be suited to the dignity
and character of our victorious monarch. We
are in want of a victory just at present; but,

recollect, a good, substantial, and bloody vie-

tory.’ (p. 240)
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ne ne pourrait faire face aux figures ni aux
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H. Kamshad, «Creative Writing in Modern

Persian Prose», Ph.D. dissertation, Cambridge
University, 1959,
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Nikki R. Keddie, «Religion and Irreligion in

Early Iranian Nationalism» in Comparative
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Mediatrice tra le due diverse dimensioni & 1a figura della donna. Figura ange
licata, o dea, o fata, creatura comunque idealizzata sempre, appartenente pilt al

I’altro mondo che a questo
I h Ao

1a
ng¢ aa aeie

NERVAL

o0,
1CO.

HEDAYAT

momento di apparizione

Aussitdt, en baissant les yeux, je vis devant
moi unc fernme au teint bléme, aux yeux ca-
ves, qui me semblait avoir les traits d’Aurélia.
Je me dis: * C'est sa mort ou la micnne qui
m'est annoncée’ (p. 36]).

..silhouetite ethérée, svelte, vaporcuse, aveg
deux yeux immenses, étonnés, éclatants, aux :
profondeurs desquels ma vie se consumail
lentement, douloureusement. Elle n'a ras:
d'attaches avec ce monde vil ¢t {éroce
(p. 27

Dove appare 'appartenenza della donna ad una dimensione privilegiata, dove ¢
gid accostata ad elementi di dolore e di morte, uniti a tratti decisamente spirituali -
che si staccano dalla sua corporeitd. Tragicitd che ritorna anche nei successivi mo-
menti di « visita »:

“i." Une glace trés haute s¢ trouvait derriére ~ous.
£ En v 7 t~=t nar hasard 1, o '

Vcrs lu! se penchait une jeune fille, ou piu. 0

s du ciel... (n. 3
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